Care for the elderly, care by the elderly: The role of elderly women in a changing Tswana society.
With increasing urbanization and migration in Botswana and an increasing number of children born to unwed mothers, the grandmother (especially maternal) has become a key figure in many households. She is often the main care provider for children of absent daughters: a phenomenon observed elsewhere in Africa. But what happens when the grandmother herself is in need of care? There are indications that the elderly, especially old women, may have less access to modern health care facilities than the rest of the population. This article focuses on the family and resources available for care of the elderly, and presents preliminary results from an ongoing multidisciplinary project.